
Notes Regarding New Machinery Requests 

Scarifier 

Present arrangement is to hire in a trailer with a scarifier and other equipment on. This currently 

costs £50 per day. 

The machine is shared between approximately 30 clubs and often is in poor mechanical condition.  

For the past 3 years the machine has suffered serious breakdowns necessitating repair before it can 

be used, which causes a lot of stress and puts the work behind schedule.  

If the equipment is hired during a period of bad weather, the work has to be completed regardless 

as there is a cost per day. 

The machine can be fitted with a powered turf brush to be used on both the cricket and the bowls 

surfaces during the playing season. (The brush is very effective at removing dead fibrous growth at 

the base of the plant). We possess a brush cassette for the Allett Mower so this might not be viewed 

as a particular advantage (The sisis brush is much better, but as always finance has to be balanced 

against the end result). 

Wicket Mower 

Present arrangement is to use the Allett Mower with the bowls cassette to cut wickets. Due to the 

low height of cut on the wicket, coupled with the often dusty nature of the surface, causes a lot of 

wear to the bowls mower.  

As we have no other mower which can cut down to the height required on both surfaces (3-5mm), 

we cannot send the machine away to be sharpened as the typical wait with the local dealers is 

around two weeks and obviously during the playing season it would not be possible to stop mowing 

for this length of time. 

This has caused the bowls surface to be cut poorly this year, as a result of which the Club captain 

wrote to the Council to voice his concerns. He also raised it at the Rec users meeting. 

Another possibility is that disease could be spread between the surfaces by using the same machine 

on both. 

The old wicket mower produces a level of vibration that would exceed the daily exposure limit after 

approximately twenty minutes work and is therefore not in use. 

If we replaced this machine with a similar model but with modern safety features, it would provide a 

separate mower for the work on the Wickets, thus preserving the bowls mower.  

Generally with a separate machine for each surface it would be normal to only require one regrind 

per year, which could be done outside the playing season. In the event of mechanical problems with 

one mower, we would have the option of using the other on the both surfaces as a purely 

emergency measure. 



Another option would be to purchase another cassette for the Allett Mower. This would be 

significantly cheaper than buying a new mower, but would have the following disadvantages: 

The Allett is quite wide for work on the wicket, being a 24” cut. The suggested maximum width of a 

Wicket mower is 20” as this will follow the undulations of the ground better and give a better cut. 

The other disadvantage of this is in the event of a mechanical breakdown of the power unit, we 

would not have a backup and would have to hire a suitable machine until ours could be repaired.  

Also it would still be possible to transfer disease from one surface to another. 
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